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Comparing unsafe abortion in cases of adolescent 

pregnancies with adult pregnancies

World Health Organization. Unsafe abortion: Global and

regional estimates of the incidence of unsafe abortion and

associated mortality in 2008 sixth edition. 2011

World Health Organization. Progress Report: Reproductive

health strategy to accelerate progress towards the attainment of

international development goals and targets. July 2010

DFI. Safe and unsafe abortion. UK’s policy position on safe and

unsafe abortion in developing countries. July 2011

Mesce D, Sines E, Unsafe Abortion. FACTS & FIGURES.

Population Reference Bureau. 2006

Of the 137 cases found there were 92 cases of unsafe abortion in

adolescent pregnancies and 45 cases in adults.

In adolescent pregnancies unsafe abortions occurred highest in the age

group 16-19 years, and adults in the group 20-29 years (p=0.007). The

main reason for unsafe abortions in adolescents are education status

(36.96%), whereas in the adult group the failure of family planning

(24.44%).

Most of the teens at first tried to perform their actions for abortions

independently (42.39%) and as much as 21.73% initially looked for

traditional healer. In adult pregnancies, they mostly looked for first aid

through a doctor (35.56%), although some also tried on their own (28.89%)

or through the help of traditional healer (2%). In adolescents, early actions

were mostly unknown by the partner and families, whereas in adult

pregnancies though mostly done with a partner/family but also about a third

of cases without the knowledge of the partner/family.The method mostly

used in both groups were drugs (misoprostol), followed by the use of herbs

and traditional materials.

Gestational age of hospital admission mostly occurs less than 12 weeks

(especially in adolescent pregnancies, p=0.0017), although there are also

10 cases (7.3%) over 12 weeks. Most of the adolescent came on their own

without reference ( 86% vs 60% , p=0.001 ) due to complications. The main

complication was bleeding (97.08%) with an outcome of death in 1 person

Most of unsafe abortions occurred in adolescents

and the main reason was they were still in school,

whereas in adults the majority of unsafe abortions

occurred due to failure of family planning.

Generally, teenagers tried to act independently in

advance to abortion, with misoprostol or with

traditional methods

A cross sectional data taken within a period of 4 months (2011) at North

Sulawesi Provincial Hospital, Indonesia
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UNSAFE ABORTION IN ADOLESCENT AND ADULT PREGNANCIES

WITH COMPLICATIONS AT PROF. DR. R. D. KANDOU 

PROVINCIAL GENERAL HOSPITAL MANADO

NORTH SULAWESI, INDONESIA

Comparisons of entry mode at health facilities, conditions, gestational age and 

complications upon arrivals, and final outcomes of unsafe abortions in adolescent 

pregnancies and adult pregnancies

Unsafe abortions Adolescent 

Pregnancies

Adult 

Pregnancies

Total χ2 p Value

Entry mode at health facilities 12,75 0,001

Without reference 80 27 107

With medical reference 12 18 30

Conditions upon arrival 1,58 0,209

Non Emergency 91 43 134

Emergency 1 2 3

Gestational age upon arrival 8,12 0,017

< 8 weeks 50 13 63

9 – 12 weeks 37 27 64

>   12 weeks 5 5 10

Complications upon arrival 3,70 0,157

Without complications - 1 1

Bleeding 91 42 133

Infections 1 2 3

Final outcomes 0,49 0,484

Alive 91 45 136

Passed away 1 - 1

Comparisons of age, parities, and reasons of unsafe abortions in 

adolescent pregnancies and adult pregnancies

Unsafe abortion Adolescent 

Pregnancies

Adult 

Pregnancies

Total

Age

≤ 15 5 - 5

16 – 19 87 - 87

20 – 29 - 30 30

30 – 39 - 13 113

> 40 - 2 2

Parities

Nulliparous 92 8 100

Primiparous - 12 12

Multiparous - 15 15

Grandemultiparous - - -

Reasons

Still in school/college 34 11 45

Unwanted by partner 18 5 23

Shame 24 2 24

Fear of parents 9 - 9

Unwanted by parents 7 - 7

Short Interval between children - 12 12

Contraception failure - 14 14

Severe underlying illness - 1 1

Comparisons of first executors, initial attempts and methods of unsafe abortions in 

adolescent pregnancies and adult pregnancies 

Unsafe Abortions Adolescent 

Pregnancies

Adult 

Pregnancies

Total

First Executors

Traditional healers 20 9 29

Midwives 4 2 6

Doctors 26 16 42

On one’s own 37 13 50

Friends/relatives 5 5 10

Initial Attempts

On one’s own 39 15 54

With partner 29 12 41

With family 24 18 42

Methods

Abdominal massage 20 2 22

Traditional methods 11 10 21

Herbs 21 11 32

Modern Drug (misoprostol) 35 17 52

Combination 6 5 11

X2 = 7,15

p Value = 0,007
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