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Covering Letter of Submission 

   18/12/2022 

Re:  Manuscript submission to Restoration Ecology 

Dear Editor, 

 

We would be very pleased if you considered our manuscript ‘Point of (no) return? Vegetation 

structure and diversity of restored mangroves 14-16 years on’ by Djamaluddin et al., for 

publication in Restoration Ecology. 

 

In this study we evaluate the success of different restoration actions taken at two sites in 

Sulawesi, Indonesia, going beyond the typically used metrics ‘area restored’. We assess species 

diversity and structure of these mangroves 14-16 years post restoration actions taken. Our data 

reveal significant differences between the restored and reference sites, which would not have 

become clear from using conventional methods only. Mixed Species Regeneration stands more 

closely replicated the structure and diversity of Reference Forest stands than Monoculture 

Reforestation stands. We argue that the still common practice of planting seedlings of one or 

two species only, in narrow rows, must be discouraged when the goal is to bring back diverse, 

functional forests. 

 

We therefore think that the outcomes of this bilateral study, a collaboration between four UK 

and three Indonesian Universities, are of high interest to the readership of Restoration Ecology.  

 

We are looking forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Edinburgh Napier University, UK 

 

 
UNSRAT University, Indonesia 

 

On behalf of all coauthors 
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Decision on manuscript and Reviewers’ Comments 
 

13-Apr-2023 

  

Manuscript ID REC-23-002 entitled "Point of (no) return? Vegetation structure and diversity 

of restored mangroves 14-16 years on" which you submitted to Restoration Ecology, has 

been reviewed.  The comments of the Reviewers and Coordinating Editor, Dr. Siobhan 

Fennessy, are included at the bottom of this letter. 

  

Your manuscript was generally well-received, but some issues deserve your attention so that 

the manuscript could become publishable in RE. Dr. Fennessy has recommended minor 

revisions to your manuscript to allow you to deal with the criticisms, and I invite you to 

respond to all of the review comments and revise your manuscript accordingly. Also, please 

revisit the author guidelines 

(http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291526-

100X/homepage/ForAuthors.html) and address the following: 

- Please follow the general rule of up to three references in support of a given 

statement/argument. 

- Please give the most relevant statistical results in the text and move Tables 2 and 3 to 

supporting information. 

  

Please be very explicit in describing your response to the comments and address each concern 

point by point; this will speed up the processing of your revision. 

  

To revise your manuscript, log into https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rec and enter your 

Author Center, where you will find your manuscript title listed under "Manuscripts with 

Decisions."  Under "Actions," click on "Create a Revision."  Your manuscript number has 

been appended to denote a revision. 

  

You will be unable to make your revisions to the previously submitted version of the 

manuscript.  Instead, revise your manuscript using a word processing program and save it on 

your computer.  Please also indicate the changes to your manuscript within the document by 

using highlighted text in MS Word. It is essential that you also document all changes made or 

justify why you have not made a change suggested by a reviewer (see below). 

  

Once the revised manuscript is prepared, you can upload it and submit it through your Author 

Center. 

  

When submitting your revised manuscript, you will be able to respond to the comments made 

by the reviewers and editors in the space provided.  You can use this space or a covering 

letter to document any changes you made to the original manuscript or explain why you 

disagree with the review comments. To expedite the processing of the revised manuscript, be 

as specific as possible in your responses (please address review comments point by point). 

  

IMPORTANT:  Your original files are available to you when you upload your revised 

manuscript.  Please delete any redundant files before completing the submission. 

  

Because we are trying to facilitate the timely publication of manuscripts submitted to 

Restoration Ecology, your revised manuscript should be uploaded as soon as possible.  If it is 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291526-100X/homepage/ForAuthors.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291526-100X/homepage/ForAuthors.html
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rec
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not possible for you to submit your revision in a reasonable amount of time, we may have to 

consider your paper as a new submission. 

  

This journal offers a number of license options, information about this is available 

here: https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-

Authors/licensing/index.html. All co-authors are required to confirm that they have the 

necessary rights to grant in the submission, including in light of each co-author’s funder 

policies. For example, if you or one of your co-authors received funding from a member of 

Coalition S, you may need to check which licenses you are able to sign. 

  

Once again, thank you for submitting your manuscript to Restoration Ecology, and I look 

forward to receiving your revision. 

  

Sincerely, 

Valter Amaral 

  

-- 

 

Valter Amaral, PhD 

Managing Editor, Restoration Ecology 

  

  

Reviewers' Comments to Author: 

  

Reviewer: 1 

  

Comments to the Author 

Mangrove restoration is the process of rebuilding and rehabilitating mangrove ecosystems 

that have been damaged or destroyed due to human activities or natural disasters. 

Successful mangrove restoration requires careful planning, community involvement, and 

long-term monitoring and management. Restoration projects can provide numerous benefits, 

including improved water quality, increased coastal protection, and enhanced biodiversity, as 

well as economic benefits for local communities through sustainable fisheries and 

ecotourism. 

Overall, mangrove restoration is an important tool for preserving and restoring vital coastal 

ecosystems and protecting the many benefits they provide to both people and the 

environment. 

This manuscript deals with the comparison of different forms of reforestation in Indonesia 

after 14-16 years. Best results were obtained by recolonization by numerous mangrove 

species. Here the similarity of vegetation structure with intact mangrove was greatest. The 

manuscript is clearly organized, and the results are well supported by statistical procedures. 

Relevant literature has been sufficiently considered. 

My only change request concerns the title of the paper: Here I would definitely add the study 

area "Sulawesi, Indonesia". 

  

  

  

Reviewer: 2 

  

Comments to the Author 

https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing/index.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing/index.html
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This is an interesting analysis of mangrove restoration comparing two sites, each with two 

different planting regimes and an associated adjacent natural reference site.  This paper is 

well organized and clear and, as the authors state, demonstrates the value of more intensive 

measures of mangrove restoration to demonstrate the performance of the different planting 

approaches. 

  

The sampling strategy is clear except for the reference to the six 10x10 m plots sampled 

along the vegetation transect (line 190); are these the same as the ‘treatment comparison 

plots’ referenced at line 247? Please clarify in the manuscript. 

  

Hydrology and elevation are important in mangrove restoration – are there any data on these 

variables that can be used to further analyze the vegetation data?  Both are mentioned in the 

paper but no details are provided. 

  

Figure 4, line 696: the colors used to denote mixed species regeneration vs. reference are not 

distinguishable in the color version, and none of the three colors show up differently in a 

black and white version. Please alter the symbols so the results can be distinguished. 

  

  

  

Coordinating Editor Comments to Author: 

  

Coordinating Editor: Fennessy, Siobhan 

 

Comments to the Author: 

 

Both reviewers felt this is a strong paper and support its publication with only a few 

revisions.  We look forward to seeing the revised manuscript! 

 

Dr. Siobhan Fennessy 
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Decision on Revision 

 

Valter Amaral onbehalfof@manuscriptcentral.com 

22-May-2023 

Your manuscript entitled "Point of (no) return? Vegetation structure and diversity of restored 

mangroves in Sulawesi, Indonesia, 14-16 years on" has been successfully submitted online 

and is presently being given full consideration for publication in Restoration Ecology. 

 

Your manuscript ID is REC-23-002.R1. 

 

Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling the 

office for questions. If there are any changes in your street address or e-mail address, please 

log in to Manuscript Central at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rec and edit your user 

information as appropriate. 

 

You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author Center 

after logging in to https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rec. 

 

This journal offers a number of license options, information about this is available 

here: https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-

Authors/licensing/index.html. All co-authors are required to confirm that they have the 

necessary rights to grant in the submission, including in light of each co-author’s funder 

policies. For example, if you or one of your co-authors received funding from a member of 

Coalition S, you may need to check which licenses you are able to sign. 

 

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to Restoration Ecology. 

 

Sincerely, 

Valter Amaral 

 

-- 

Valter Amaral, PhD 

Managing Editor, Restoration Ecology 

  

mailto:onbehalfof@manuscriptcentral.com
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rec
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rec
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing/index.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing/index.html
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Response to Author Query Form 

 

Query  
Reference 

Query Remarks 

Q2 DOI number for Alongi et al 
2015 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11273-015-9446-y 

Q3 DOI number for Alwidakdo et al 
2014 

The available DOI number 
(https://doi.org/10.31293/af.v13i1.543) has not 
been activated yet. 
The paper is available at: 
http://ejurnal.untag-
smd.ac.id/index.php/AG/article/view/543 
(Accessed on November 23, 2022) 

Q4 DOI number for Ardiansyah et al 
2012 

The available DOI number 
(https://doi.org/10.14710/jmr.v1i2.2039) has not 
been activated yet. 
The paper is available at: 
https://ejournal3.undip.ac.id/index.php/jmr/artic
le/view/2039/2037 (Accessed on November 4, 
2021) 

Q5 DOI number for Arifanti et al 
2021  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1755-
1315/874/1/012006  

Q6 DOI number for Djamaluddin 
2019 

https://doi.org/10.13057/biodiv/d200630 

Q7 “Given Names” for Ilman et al 
2021 

Ilman M, Dargusch P, Dart PJ, Onrizal O (2021) A 
historical analysis of the drivers of loss and 
degradation of Indonesia’s mangroves. Land Use 
Policy 54:448-459. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2016.03.0
10  

Q8 DOI number for Mabberley et al 
1995 

This is a book. It is suggested to cite this book as 
follows: 
 
Mabberley CM, Pannel CM, Sing AM (1995) Flora 
Malesiana. Series I - Spermathophyta, Flowering 
Plants. Volume 12, pages 1 – 388. 
Rijksherbarium/Hortus Botanicus, Leiden 
 

Q9 DOI number for Makaruku & 
Aliman 2020 

https://doi.org/10.37412/jrl.v2i2.2 
The year of publication is not 2020, but 2019 

Q10 “Volume number, page range” 
for Malik et al 2020 

volume 13, pages 32-38 

Q11 DOI number for Mohamed et al 
2014 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejar.2014.01.001 

Q12 “Location of publisher” for 
Portillo et al 2017 

Gewerbestrasse, Switzerland 
 

Q13 DOI number for Pramudji et al 
2001 

DOI number is not available. 
The paper is available at: 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11273-015-9446-y
https://doi.org/10.31293/af.v13i1.543
http://ejurnal.untag-smd.ac.id/index.php/AG/article/view/543
http://ejurnal.untag-smd.ac.id/index.php/AG/article/view/543
https://doi.org/10.14710/jmr.v1i2.2039
https://ejournal3.undip.ac.id/index.php/jmr/article/view/2039/2037
https://ejournal3.undip.ac.id/index.php/jmr/article/view/2039/2037
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/874/1/012006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/874/1/012006
https://doi.org/10.13057/biodiv/d200630
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2016.03.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2016.03.010
https://doi.org/10.37412/jrl.v2i2.2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejar.2014.01.001
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https://adoc.pub/pengelolaan-pertambakan-
pada-lahan-hutan-mangrove-dan-upaya-.html 
(Accessed on October 6, 2022) 

Q14 DOI number for Prawiroatmodjo 
& Kartawinata 2013  

http://dx.doi.org/10.14203/reinwardtia.v14i1.413  
The year of publication is not 2013, but 2014 

Q15 DOI number for Specht & 
Morgan 1981 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1442-
9993.1981.tb01290.x 

Q16 DOI number for Wahyuningsih 
et al 2012 

DOI number is not available. 
The paper is available at: 
https://bestjournal.untad.ac.id/index.php/Biocele
bes/article/view/3894 (Accessed on March 16, 
2021) 

Q17 “location of publisher” for 
Wanma et al 2019 

Jakarta 

Q18 DOI number for Warsidi & 2017 The available DOI number 
(https://doi.org/10.31293/af.v16i1.2598) has 
not been activated yet. 
 
Correction for citation: 
Warsidi, Endayani S (2017) Komposisi vegetasi 
mangrove di Teluk Balikpapan Kalimantan Timur. 
Agrifor 16:115-124 
 
The paper is available at: 
http://ejurnal.untag-
smd.ac.id/index.php/AG/article/view/2598/256
9 (Accessed on November 4, 2021)  

 

 

The name of Research Funder based on our research contract is: 

 

Direktorat Riset dan Pengabdian Masyarakat Deputi Bidang Penguatan Riset dan Pengembangan 
Kementerian Riset dan Teknologi/Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional 
 
 
For information, in the previous paper (Darren et al., 2022), the research funder uploaded by Darren 
is “Direktorat Riset Dan Pengabdian Kepada Masyarakat”, it is abbreviated DRPM.  

 

 

  

https://adoc.pub/pengelolaan-pertambakan-pada-lahan-hutan-mangrove-dan-upaya-.html
https://adoc.pub/pengelolaan-pertambakan-pada-lahan-hutan-mangrove-dan-upaya-.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.14203/reinwardtia.v14i1.413
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1442-9993.1981.tb01290.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1442-9993.1981.tb01290.x
https://bestjournal.untad.ac.id/index.php/Biocelebes/article/view/3894
https://bestjournal.untad.ac.id/index.php/Biocelebes/article/view/3894
https://doi.org/10.31293/af.v16i1.2598
http://ejurnal.untag-smd.ac.id/index.php/AG/article/view/2598/2569
http://ejurnal.untag-smd.ac.id/index.php/AG/article/view/2598/2569
http://ejurnal.untag-smd.ac.id/index.php/AG/article/view/2598/2569
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Acceptance Letter 

 

03-Jun-2023 

 

It is a pleasure to accept your manuscript entitled "Point of (no) return? Vegetation structure 

and diversity of restored mangroves in Sulawesi, Indonesia, 14-16 years on" in its current 

form for publication in Restoration Ecology. All appears to be in order for Production; Wiley-

Blackwell Publishing will contact you direct if they have any queries. You will be informed 

of the issue number that your manuscript will appear in at a later date. 

 

What are the best ways to increase the impact of your published work? Explore the author 

toolkit from @wileyinresearch to ensure your paper gets seen, cited, and 

read https://authorservices.wiley.com/asset/Wiley-Promotional-Toolkit.pdf 

 

This journal offers a number of license options, information about this is available 

here: https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing/index.html. 

All co-authors are required to confirm that they have the necessary rights to grant in the 

submission, including in light of each co-author’s funder policies. For example, if you or one 

of your co-authors received funding from a member of Coalition S, you may need to check 

which licenses you are able to sign. 

 

Thank you for your fine contribution. On behalf of the Editorial Board of Restoration 

Ecology, we look forward to your continued contributions to the Journal. 

 

Sincerely, 

Valter Amaral 

 

P.S. – You can help your research get the attention it deserves! Wiley Editing Services offers 

professional video abstract and infographic creation to help you promote your research 

at www.wileyauthors.com/eeo/promotion. And, check out Wiley’s free Promotion Guide for 

best-practice recommendations for promoting your work 

at www.wileyauthors.com/eeo/guide. 

 

-- 

Valter Amaral, PhD 

Managing Editor, Restoration Ecology 
 

 
  

https://authorservices.wiley.com/asset/Wiley-Promotional-Toolkit.pdf
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing/index.html
http://www.wileyauthors.com/eeo/promotion
http://www.wileyauthors.com/eeo/guide
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Final Correction (Species Spelling Correction) 

 
Family Species Tiwoho Likupang 

Acanthaceae: Acanthus ilicifolius L *** *** 

 
Avicennia marina (Forsk.) Vierh. ** *** 

 
Avicennia alba Blume  X * 

Arecaceae:  Nypa fruticans Wurmb. ** *** 

Combretaceae: Lumnitzera littorea (Jack) Voigt. ** X 

Euphorbiaceae: Excoecaria agallocha Linnaeus  * * 

Meliaceae:  Xylocarpus granatum Kӧnig  * *** 

 
Xylocarpus molucensis (Lam.) M. Roem  * ** 

Primulaceae:  Aegiceras corniculatum (L.) Blanco  ** ** 

Pteridaceae:  Acrosticum aureum Linnaeus  ** ** 

 
Acrosticum speciosum Wildenow  ** ** 

Rhizophoraceae:  Bruguiera gymnorrhiza (Linnaeus) Lamk. *** *** 

 

Bruguiera parviflora (Roxb.) Wight & Arnold 

ex Griffith  * * 

 
Bruguiera cylindrica (L.) Blume ** *** 

 
Ceriops tagal (Perr.) C.B. Robinson  ** ** 

 
Ceriops zippeliana Blume  * X 

 
Rhizophora apiculata Blume  *** *** 

 
Rhizophora mucronata Lamk. ** *** 

 
Rhizophora stylosa Griffith  * ** 

Rubiaceae:  Scyphiphora hydrophyllacea C.F. Gaertn ** ** 

Lythraceae:  Pemphis acidula J.R. Forst & G. Forst  X * 

 
Sonneratia alba J. Smith  *** *** 

 
Sonneratia ovata Backer  * X  

Sterculiaceae:  Heritiera littoralis Aiton  ** ** 

    
Number of Species   22 21 
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Decision on Manuscript 

 

From: Valter Amaral <onbehalfof@manuscriptcentral.com> 

Sent: Saturday, June 3, 2023 4:31:00 PM 

 

Subject: Restoration Ecology - Decision on Manuscript ID REC-23-002.R1 

  

 

It is a pleasure to accept your manuscript entitled "Point of (no) return? Vegetation structure 

and diversity of restored mangroves in Sulawesi, Indonesia, 14-16 years on" in its current 

form for publication in Restoration Ecology. All appears to be in order for Production; 

Wiley-Blackwell Publishing will contact you direct if they have any queries. You will be 

informed of the issue number that your manuscript will appear in at a later date. 

 

What are the best ways to increase the impact of your published work? Explore the author 

toolkit from @wileyinresearch to ensure your paper gets seen, cited, and 

read https://authorservices.wiley.com/asset/Wiley-Promotional-Toolkit.pdf 

 

This journal offers a number of license options, information about this is available 

here: https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-

Authors/licensing/index.html. All co-authors are required to confirm that they have the 

necessary rights to grant in the submission, including in light of each co-author’s funder 

policies. For example, if you or one of your co-authors received funding from a member of 

Coalition S, you may need to check which licenses you are able to sign. 

 

Thank you for your fine contribution. On behalf of the Editorial Board of Restoration 

Ecology, we look forward to your continued contributions to the Journal. 

 

Sincerely, 

Valter Amaral 

 

P.S. – You can help your research get the attention it deserves! Wiley Editing Services offers 

professional video abstract and infographic creation to help you promote your research 

at www.wileyauthors.com/eeo/promotion. And, check out Wiley’s free Promotion Guide for 

best-practice recommendations for promoting your work 

at www.wileyauthors.com/eeo/guide. 

 

-- 

Valter Amaral, PhD 

Managing Editor, Restoration Ecology 

  

mailto:onbehalfof@manuscriptcentral.com
https://authorservices.wiley.com/asset/Wiley-Promotional-Toolkit.pdf
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing/index.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing/index.html
http://www.wileyauthors.com/eeo/promotion
http://www.wileyauthors.com/eeo/guide
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cs-author@wiley.com 

 

Sen, 26 Jun, 11.19 (19 

jam yang lalu) 

 
 

 

Dear Rignolda Djamaluddin, 

 

Your article Point of (no) return? Vegetation structure and diversity of restored mangroves in 

Sulawesi, Indonesia, 14–16 years on in Restoration Ecology has the following publication 

status: Published Online 

 

To access and share your article, please click the following link to register or log in: 

 

https://authorservices.wiley.com/index.html#register 

 

You can also access your published article via this link: http://doi.org/10.1111/rec.13963 

 

If the above link leads to an error page, please try again later. If the link is still not working 

after 48 hours, contact our Support team for help. 

 

If you need any assistance, please click here to view our Help section. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Wiley Author Services 

 

 

 

  

 

https://authorservices.wiley.com/index.html#register
http://doi.org/10.1111/rec.13963
https://hub.wiley.com/community/support/authorservices

